Induction of chromosomal aberrations and SCE by camptothecin, an inhibitor of mammalian topoisomerase I.
The induction of chromosomal aberrations and sister-chromatid exchanges (SCE) was studied in human lymphocyte cultures treated with camptothecin (CM), an inhibitor of mammalian topoisomerase I. While no chromosome-type aberrations were found in G1-treated cells, instead there was a dose-dependent induction of chromatid-type aberrations. These types of chromosomal alteration were not induced during the treatment itself but during the S phase, as CM is not efficiently removed with the normal washing procedure after treatment.